
headquarters here, from Johnson & John-
son to the Gap. The city is also establishing
itself as an international banking center -
more than 40 international banks call it home.
But leading the way today is the business of
development, causing investors and builders
to jump for joy.

While the growth of the national economy
is at its weakest in many years, Miami's econ-
omy is booming. And that could mean high
prices for the traveler. It's still possible to
experience Miami on about $90 a day - $60
for a room in a hostel, $20 on a combo of
diner and take-out food with the rest spent
on drinks and/or transport - but the reality is
that you will be tempted to spend quite a bit
more to truly enjoy your time here. Depend-
ing on the location and the time of year, a
nice hotel room is going to cost you at least
$120, with popular South Beach midrange
haunts going for closer to $170 to $250. On
the high end of the spectrum, expect to pay
anywhere from $400 to $1000 a night. Then
there's food. The preponderance of ethnic
cuisines, delis and diners means that it is
possible to find dinner for as little as $10 -
but once you throw in ambience and alco-
hol, you'll find it's $10 just for your glass of
wine and at least $25 per person for the food.
Other costly activities will seduce you as well:
nightclubbing, with entrance fees of about
$20 and cocktails that cost about $10 apiece;
bicycling, with rentals averaging $20 daily;
sky's-the-limit shopping; children's attrac-
tions such as the Seaquarium (p93); and live
entertainment and sporting events, where
ticket prices can cost anywhere from $15 to
$100 or more. Expect to spend about $200
a week on a rental car - more if it's peak
tourist season.

I

HOW MUCH?
Gallonofgas: $3.40
80z bottleofwater: $2.S0
Martini:$11
Bottleof Bud:$3-S
SouvenirT-shirt:$10
Cubansandwich:$S
Sunscreen:$9
Clubadmission:$20
Oceanfronthotel room:$300
Carrental:perweek $200
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Bargain seekers, take note: while muse-
ums do charge entrance fees, usually around
$5, many have free days or hours, inclucling
the Bass Museum of Art (pS1; 6pm until9pm
second Thursday of the month), the His-
torical Museum of Southern Florida (p69;
Sunday) and the Miami Art Museum (p70;
Sunday).

Expect prices to generally be a bit cheaper
in the Keys, especially when it comes to lodg-
ing and dining (although top-end restaurants,
while not as ubiquitous as they are in Miami,
charge much the same rates). Unfortunately,
because the Keys are islands, certain staples
like water and gasoline can cost a dollar or so
more than they do on the mainland.

INTERNET RESOURCES
MiamiHerald(www.herald.com)Thebest stop for local
and regionalnews.
MiamiBeach411 (www.miamibeach411.com)Agreat
guideforMiamiBeachvisitors,coveringjust aboutall
concerns.
MiamiTodayNews(www.miamitodaynews.com)An
excellentonlinesourcefor businessand other daily
updates.
CitySearch (www.miami.citysearch.com)Particularly
usefulfor findingdetailednightlifeand diningreviews,
oftenwith photos.
MiamiNewTimes(www.newtimes.com)Alternative
coveragewith an activistbent.
Sun Post (www.miamisunpost.com)Thisnewnewspaper
givesin-depthcoverageofa lot ofstoriesthe mainstream
mediaseemsto miss.
CoolJunkie (www.cooljunkie.com/miami)Amustfortren-
dies,with infoon nightclubs,fashionand more.
Mango& lime (www.mangoandlime.net)Thebest local
foodblogisalwaysahead ofthe curveon eatingeventsin
the MagicCity.
Meatless Miami(www.meatlessmiami.com)Vegetarians
in need of an eatingguide:lookno further.
MiamiNights (www.miaminights.com)Geta good,
opinionateddownlowonMiami'sever-shiftingafter-dark
scene.
Art Circuits (www.artcircuits.com)Thebest insider
infoon art events; includesexcellent neighborhood-by-
neighborhoodgallerymaps.
ThreeGuysFromMiami(www.3guysfrommiami.com)
Anamusing,lnslqhtfulvisitor'Sguideto Miamiby, you
guessedit, three localguyswhooffera goodCuban-
Americanperspectiveon their hometown.


